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The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 6, Issue 17 
Poetry, Alligators, and Opportunities 
2
to the natural world.  
     Phil and Libby gave a gallery talk, 
answering questions that ranged from 
natural history to the aesthetics of 
photography and poetry 
writing. Hearing their two different 
perspectives about some of the same 
images, including readings of some of 
the poems, was a rich experience.  
     Later, retired Wofford professor 
Ab Abercrombie and Baruch 
Institute’s researcher Thomas 
Rainwater joined them to talk about 
intern possibilities on the South 
Carolina coast. There are a variety of 
opportunities to work with Ab, Phil, 
and Thomas in their research on 
rattlesnakes, alligators, and other 
reptiles and amphibians. If you are 
interested in knowing more about 
such opportunities and/or internships 
with Borderlands Restoration in 
Patagonia, AZ, contact Dr. John 
Simmons, jsimmons3@me.com!  
  
There is still time 
to see these 
amazing 
photographs and 
poetry.  The 
exhibit will be on 
display through 
March 18th. 
Phil Wilkinson (center) and 
Thomas Rainwater (left) 
visited campus to share 
experiences and opportunities.   
Photo by Alex Bentley 
1
     Tuesday afternoon and evening the 
talk in the Great Oaks Hall turned to 
alligators and art. Faculty, staff, 
students, and visitors from the 
community gathered to hear retired 
biologist Phil Wilkinson and poet and 
writer Libby Bernardin for the 
opening of "The Beauty of the Natural 
World in Photographs and Words," a 
month-long exhibit of a selection of 45 
years' worth of Phil's coastal South 
Carolina photographs and Libby's 
nature poems. These are stunning 
photos and poems, documenting one 
couple's commitment to a landscape. 
They give beauty, dignity, and power 
Toad Crossing!! 
If you drive behind the 
Glendale Post Office 
please watch the road 
and try to avoid 
American toads crossing-
- they are moving toward 
the shallows of the creek 
for mating season. 
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  Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
PROFILE OF THE WEEK: 
University of Wisconsin – Environmental Conservation 
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     The University of Wisconsin’s Nelson Institute 
offers a MS in Conservation Biology and 
Sustainable Development.  The program is built on 
the legacy of pioneering environmental leaders such 
as John Muir, Aldo Leopold, and Gaylord Nelson.  
“It helps early-career working professionals advance 
their leadership, conservation and environmental 
management expertise through campus learning and 
remote experiences.”   
     Students also work directly with conservation 
organizations such as Conservation International, 
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International Crane Foundation, the Nature 
Conservancy, Wildlife Conservation Society, and 
World Wildlife Fund. 
     The Nelson Institute also offers degrees in 
Environment and Resources and Water Resource 
Management.  
     Visit the school’s website for more information 
on their program: 
http://nelson.wisc.edu/graduate/environmental-
conservation/index.php 
 
March 31st   
 
Carl Safina Events Rescheduled:  11:00am in McMillan Theater – “Our Threatened 
Oceans” – free and open to the public.  Tickets available (contact: heidi@waterrockinstitute.org) 
for 6:00 VIP reception and 7:00pm keynote presentation, “Beyond Words: What Animals 
Think and Feel” in the USC Upstate Campus Life Center.  
March 12th   
9:30am-3:30pm 
Adopt-A-Stream Biological Training Workshop: This workshop will focus on collection 
techniques for both rocky and muddy bottom streams and macro invertebrate 
identification.  Location: USC-Upstate Watershed Ecology Center.  To register for this 
free workshop, contact Beth Button, BBUTTON@uscupstate.edu. 
March 26th  
9:30am   
Northside Community Teaching Farm - Free Mushroom Inoculation Workshop: Coleman 
Hockett, beekeeper and mushroom farmer extraordinaire, will be leading this 
workshop to be held at the urban farm with the big greenhouse below the Farmers' 
Market parking lot.  Optional donations accepted to offset costs of materials and option 
to purchase a log for $2-$5 to take home.  https://www.facebook.com/events/1711049345805004/  
 
March 19th   
9:00am-12:00pm 
Volunteers Needed to Help with School Group at Glendale: Contact Dr. Savage if you are 
interested in assisting 3rd-5th graders with environmental education activities at the 
Goodall Center in Glendale. 
March 4th  
10:30am-11:20am   
The Role of Phenology in Invasive Plant Success: A Focus on Community-Level Research: 
Join ENVS201 class in BSA 2 as ecologist Dr. Lindsay Dreiss gives a research 
presentation.  All are welcome! 
March 4th  
2:00pm-2:30pm   
Cookies in the lounge: All ENVS majors and minors are invited to join us for cookies in 
the BSA study room. 
April 23rd    
10:00am-3:00pm 
Discover Your Watershed at Lyman Lake Lodge: Paddle, play and learn about the Tyger 
River Watershed. This family event is designed to raise awareness about the 
importance of safeguarding our water resources for future generations. Registration 
and lunch are free if you sign up at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/discover-your-
watershed-tickets-18707263930  
 
April 23rd    
10:00am-4:00pm 
Spartanburg Earth Day:  A collaborative community effort celebrating stewardship, 
sustainability, and our amazing planet Earth to be held at The Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Spartanburg, 210 Henry Place, 29302.  For more information visit: 
http://www.spartanburgearthday.org/ 
 
